	 Risk Assessment for Saturdays 2017 Gardening for ALL


	Event: Saturdays 2017 Gardening for All
Event date: April - October
	Name of person/s of responsibility:

Helen Osborn, Amelia, Ruth 
	Person(s) carrying out assessment:

Helen Osborn
	Date assessment started: 

30/03/17
Review dates: Ongoing


	HAZARD
	RISK
	CONTROL MEASURES
	COMMENTS/

ACTIONS
	RR
	INITIAL

IF DONE

	Poisonous plants etc
	Sickness from ingesting, sting, rash, possible fatality
	· Visual check for plant hazards

· Explain to volunteers re not eating any plant they are unfamiliar with, without checking first

· Wash hands after time outside

· Explain to ch re stinging nettles and spiky plants where appropriate (brambles, hawthorn)

· Wear gloves where necessary
	Have first aid kit, and phone


	Med
	

	Insect bites/stings
	Sting/bite from wasps, bees, mosquitoes,  ants, 
	· Explain where necessary re keeping watch for insects and keeping out of their way

· Appropriate first aid/sting relief available
	Ditto


	Med
	

	Objects that could cause tripping or cuts



	Injury from falling, picking up dangerous/ sharp objects
	· Visually check  Garden area to ensure no hazards.

· Encourage volunteer, adults, children to be observant

· Prevent play-fighting or inappropriate behaviour that may result in falling or tripping
· Make Coordinator aware of any Health and safety Issues
	Ditto
	Low
	

	Decking 
	Tripping on decking that is loose 
	· Cones have been put out on decking area where strip is loose 
	Ditto 
	Med
	

	Heavy lifting
	Injury to back or to body from dropping something
	· Explain possible injury to volunteerss and encourage them to judge weight carefully and ask for help if necessary

· Watch and ensure volunteers/children not trying to lift anything too heavy eg logs
	Ditto
	Low
	

	Sharp tools and materials used in creative activities and wood chopping/cooking 


	Injury from incorrect use of tools or poor handling, possible fatality


	· Central storage of tools, knives etc.

· Ensure adequate space between people using sharp tools and brief tool users that it is their responsibility to stop if someone comes too close

· Demonstrate safe use of tools

· Supervise use of sharp tools until competent

· Use wheel barrow/ truck to avoid heavy lifting and ask for help

· Brief group about safe use of sharp tools
· Volunteers to use handtools only – not power tools
	Ditto

Kit checked beforehand to ensure all safe and in good condition


	High
	

	Garden  Fire 
	Injury from hot sparks, flames, burning logs.

Risk of fire spreading


	· Explain hazards to volunteers/children, discuss how to avoid injury and discuss what to do if it does happen

· Have fire buckets filled with water available at all times in case first aid is required or a fire needs to be quenched

· Define a boundary around any long term fire and ensure it is attended at all times

· Remove unnecessary flammable material from the vicinity before starting any fire.
	Ditto

Check fire buckets contain water before starting any activity involving fire and refill after use.
	High
	

	Kitchen – hot liquids and gas rings
	Burns from hot pans, hot water,  gas rings 
	· Hot water Urn and gas rings attended when in use
· Store hot water in flasks and turn Urn off
	Ditto
	Med
	

	Extreme weather storms
	Gazeebos falling down or leaking water, extreme cold
	· Check wather forecast and amend plans if necessary

· In extreme adverse weather conditions, we will shelter in dry venue – Octagonal

	. Ditto

Weather forecast obtained and plans adjusted accordingly.
	Low
	

	Interruption/ attack /intrusion
	Attack (physical or verbal) from member of public 
	· Ask other responsible adults for support Keep mobile phones charged and handy so can call for back up from police.
	Ditto
	Low
	

	Children and Vulnerable adults
	Physical or emotional abuse
	·  Refer to safeguarding policy
· Whilst Garden staff will keep on eye on the safety of visitors to the garden, children and vulnerable adults remain the responsibility of their carers/guradians
	Ditto
	Low
	

	Accident or injuries requiring 1st Aid
	Injuries requiring urgent treatment.

Where possible  refer to identified 1st Aider.

	· Share Key phone numbers with all adults in the Garden
· Participants with up to date 1st Aid to be indentified on site
	Share phone numbers of Key Garden Staff on site.
Refer to outside agencies as necessary
	
	

	Food poisoning
	Sickness
	· Wash hands before preparing or eating any food

· Keep food in fridge until last minute, or in cool-bag if necessary

· Ensure food is cooked through properly

· Ensure food is eaten off clean plates and utensils
	Ditto
	Low
	

	Emergencies
	Injury, possible fatality
	· Keep first aid kit in identified place.  All staff aware of Emergency Action Plan
	Location of nearest hospital A&E known to organisers
	Low
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